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We are very fortunate to be able to show a collection of satirical posters by the late artist Roy Bizley, 
which recently became part of the collection at Leicester’s New Walk Museum and Art Gallery. 
 
These 9 woodcuts were made during the late 1980s and early 1990s. The prints are carved from two 
separate plywood blocks – one for the portrait and one for the words - and printed together, 
allowing them to be occasionally interchanged between prints when relevant. 
 
Roy was very generous with these prints; he wanted them to be seen and the messages to be heard. 
He freely distributed them by giving away various sets to friends and colleagues and encouraged 
them to be displayed. 
 
We hope he would feel it a pleasure to have his work shown in our fabulous new Exhibition Space 
and we are sure that he would have continued to be an important part of Leicester Print Workshop 
had he lived longer.  
 
We also think he would have been amused at the timing of the show in the midst of the political 
upheaval of the last few weeks in the UK, and thought it highly appropriate that they have another 
public showing at this time. 
 
Alongside these prints are the woodblocks that they were printed from – and we are grateful to 
Kevin Holdaway (an ex-student of Roy’s, now working in DMU’s Printmaking Department) for 
lending us these. 
 
A major collection of his paintings are held in Swindon Museum and we are very grateful in their 
support in the research for this show.  
 
Background 

 
Roy Bizley was born in Swindon in 1930 and began his artistic training at Swindon School of Art 
before attending the Slade School of Fine Art between 1954 -56. As well as developing his painting 
skills, Roy also became an art teacher, returning to Swindon to teach at the School of Art in 1960 
after 4 years working and teaching in Melbourne, Australia. 

 
In 1964 Roy moved to Leicester and began a teaching post at Leicester Polytechnic. He was 
instrumental in establishing the Printmaking Department in what would later become De Montfort 
University. 
 
His painting and printmaking took on distinct major strands of development in the following years. 
In 1975, following a visit to Iceland, Roy made a large series of paintings that follow the 
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contemporary abstraction move of the time, typically using nature derived blues and greens 
alongside more synthetic colours.  He made many return visits to Iceland and undertook a residency 
in 1995, sponsored by the National Gallery of Iceland. This resulted in a major show of Icelandic 
landscapes at Leicester’s City Gallery, in Granby Street in 1997. Leicester’s New Walk Museum also 
has a large Icelandic painting in its collection – it is not on show at present but can be viewed in the 
stores upon request. 
 
Printmaking became central to his day to day teaching in Leicester during the 1980s, and gave him a 
different focus for his image making. He became involved with the Printmakers Council from 1982 
and was Chair of the organisation for a period. 

 
More significantly, a group of Leicester Print Workshop’s founding and early members were ex-
students of Roy, remembering him with fondness and a gratitude for his commitment to the process 
and encouragement of the personal.  Although Roy did not formally involve himself with the 
management of LPW he gave constant support, advice and encouragement as we set up our first 
printmaking studio in Knighton Lane in the summer of 1986. 

 
Roy died in 1999, very soon after his retirement. Many friends, colleagues, students and LPW 
members were invited, by his wife Pat, to his studio at his home in Stoneygate to choose pieces to 
remember him by and to share his books and materials with other printmakers in the city. 
 
A major retrospective of Roy’s work - paintings, poster and prints - was held at the Trinity House 
Gallery at De Montfort University in 2000. 
 
 

Events 

EVENING TALK: Print as Propaganda                                                                                                                                                          

Wednesday 12th October, 6pm – 8pm. Join Simon Lake, Curator of Fine Art, Leicester Arts & 

Museums for an evening talk looking at the role of printmaking as an artist’s tool for political 

propaganda. Drawing on the German Expressionist collection at New Walk Museum & Art Gallery, as 

well as the work in our exhibition. Tickets are £5. 

FREE DROP IN FAMILY WORKSHOPS: PRINTMAKING FACES                                                                                                     

Tuesday 23rd August – Saturday 27th August, 11am – 1pm.                                                                                

Have fun looking at our own faces and making our own portraits inspired by the faces in the 

exhibition. Using monoprinting techniques and circus mirrors, create your own unique print to take 

away. Suitable for children aged 3 – 12yrs. 

 

Learn Relief Printing 

LETTERPRESS TASTER – Using our metal type, set your own messages and print a small edition of 

postcards                                                                                                                                                                          

Saturday 3rd September, 10am – 1pm. £30 (£27 concessions) 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS DAY – Spend a day exploring different book and pamphlet structures                                                                                                                        

Saturday 10th September, 10am - 4pm. £75 (£67.50 concessions) 
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COLLABORATIVE LINOCUT TASTER                                                                                                                         

Saturday 1st October, 10am - 1pm. £30 (£27 concessions) 

LINOPRINT DAY – Learn how to cut and print a design using lino.                                                                                                                                                         

Saturday 10th December 10am - 4pm. £70 (£63 concessions) 

LETTERPRESS DAY – Working with wood and lead type, set and print your own messages and print 

up to A4                                                                                                                                                                                   

Sunday 11th December 10am – 4pm. £70 (£63 concessions) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: BEWARE BAKER, Woodcut, 

Roy Bizley, 1989.  

Postcard reproductions of this print 

and three others from the exhibition 

are available to purchase in the LPW 

Shop.  
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