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Top tips for stone lithography 
 

Keep sponges, cloths and rags CLEAN! Also use clean water and change regularly. This prevents cross-

contamination of substances and allows to eliminate as a cause if something goes wrong. 

 

Keep within the boundaries of the stone when graining. Don't go too far over the edges. This will wear 

down the edges and corners more quickly than the middle and result in the stone printing unevenly. 

 

Re-use your carborundum grit! Save the sludge which accumulates at the bottom of the sink, pour into a 

bucket. Wash, dry and put through different grade sieves to separate the coarse, medium and fine grains. 

 

Printing right to edge of the stone is tricky! Ink tends to build up at the edges during printing. It's easier 

when starting out to use a bigger stone if possible and keep your drawing towards the middle. 

 

It's always best to under-etch rather than over-etch. Sometimes it can be very easy to over-etch and 

therefore obliterate areas of a delicate or weak drawing. This could be something drawn with a very 

weak tusche, a light rubbing block, or a drawing which has been transferred onto the stone. It's always 

best to err on the side of weak or plain-gum etches when processing. Then if you find that your image is 

'scumming up' during printing, (meaning that darker areas are filling in and unwanted background tone 

is appearing in the image), you can then etch it back as and when you need to. The most important thing 

about processing a stone is retaining all the subtle areas of information in an image, so that it prints as 

faithfully to the original drawing as possible. 
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Make test stones. If you are not sure whether an idea you have will work, and can afford the time – 

make a small test stone first. For example, to try out different strengths of etch on a particular drawing 

material to see which one will give you the best results. This will not give you more confidence when it 

comes to making the actual thing, and may also save you lots of time if you realise it won't give you the 

result you thought it would.  

 

Don't be afraid to experiment and play! Just because stone lithography is a more lengthy process than 

some other printmaking techniques, it doesn't mean you have to be rigid with your ideas. You don't have 

to know exactly what you are going to draw onto your stone. Why not experiment with approaching it 

with no pre-conceived ideas of what you will make. Just start drawing. You learn a massive amount 

through play and experimentation, and it helps to keep your ideas and work fresh. Printmaking isn't all 

about getting a polished end product, it can, and should, be a valuable creative tool which helps you to 

develop and expand you artistic practise. 

 

Take your time! Don't be too hasty. As I said before, the processing of a litho stone is all about retaining 

as much of the image detail as possible. If you are rushing a particularly important step, you can end up 

ruining an image. 

 

Don't make life too difficult for yourself! If you want to add another element to a lithograph print 

you've done, you don't have to make another stone. Think about combining it with another print 

technique such as linocut or screenprint, or even adding areas of hand-colouring to your image.  
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