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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY & ACTION PLAN 2019-2022 
 
VISION, VALUES & APPROACH  
Leicester Print Workshop is the regional development centre for printmaking and printmakers.  
We are an active member of a national and international network of printmaking studios. We 
promote, sustain and advance fine art printmaking as a contemporary art form and as a craft and 
skill.  We develop talent and make a meaningful contribution to contemporary visual arts in the 
Midlands, across the UK and internationally. 
 
We are committed to ensuring our work has a minimal impact on the environment in line with our 
Artistic Policy, and where possible make green choices and actively promote and encourage 
greener ways of working. We recognise that our artists, staff, participants and audiences place 
value on sustainability and importance on environmental issues and we will reflect this in our 
practices and programming, whilst maintaining our artistic integrity as a fine art print studio. We 
continually seek to improve our impact and performance and to grow our knowledge, responding 
proactively to new research, developments and legislation. 

 

AIMS  
To fully understand, monitor and control our environmental impact and carbon footprint and to 
minimise our impact on human climate change. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
LPW is committed to reducing its impact on the environment and managing its costs whilst 

promoting, advancing and sustaining fine art printmaking.   

We will do this by: 

 Working together with our building users to reduce energy and water use, reduce waste and 

increase recycling; 

 Encouraging use of public transport and low carbon travel (walking, cycling) and avoiding the 

need to drive for work wherever possible; and discouraging visitors who are not working at 

LPW from driving 

 Working with suppliers who share our commitments to the environment 

 Working collaboratively with other Print Studios, as well as our neighbours and similar 

organisations to share ideas and information 

 Embedding this ethos into our work and programme to raise awareness with our audiences. 

 

Implementation 

In order to fulfil the commitments within this policy we will: 

 Implement the LPW Environmental Action Plan  

 Communicate our policy to employees in the LPW Handbook, to studio users in our Members’ 

Handbook and to our audiences via our website 

 Ensure there is always a Green Champion as part of the LPW Team 
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 Source training from Julie’s Bicycle and other agencies to increase our collective awareness of 

environmental issues and how we can reduce our impact on the environment 

 Ensure that adequate resources are made available to fulfil the objectives of the policy 

Monitoring and review 

We monitor progress against our action plan on a quarterly basis at staff meetings, and the Board 

review our Environmental Policy on an annual basis. 

 
Staff member responsible for co-ordinating the action plan:  
LPW Studio Manager - Nichola Hingley 
LPW Communications & Admin Officer & Green Champion – Katharine Brown 
LPW Director, reporting to the Trustee Board – Yasmin Canvin 

 
 

ACTION PLAN 2019-2022 

Energy consumption 
We actively continue to: 

 Monitor our gas usage on a monthly year on year basis and report and discuss findings at 
LPW Staff meetings. 

 Maintain low temperature settings, keeping the Studio to a max of 20 degrees Centigrade 
during the day and 15 degrees Centigrade overnight.   

 Ensure the radiators are bled monthly over the winter and that the settings are checked to 
ensure the central heating is balanced correctly.   

 Service our boiler annually; 

 Monitor our electric usage on a monthly year on year basis report and discuss findings at 
LPW Staff meetings. 

 Reduce electricity consumption by ensuring that lights are switched off when not needed - 
installing signs as reminders on all light switches by 31 May 2019 - and by switching off all 
electrical items when not in use.   

 Ensuring staff and studio users turn off any lights in the building that are not operated on 
a sensor system when they are not needed and use energy saving bulbs wherever possible 

 From 1 April 2019, we will ensure all equipment is switched off from standby overnight 
and when not in use.   

 Computer screens are programmed to turn to standby after 10 minutes.   

 We use an urn in the kitchen to reduce electric usage by constantly boiling full kettles and 
the dishwasher is only used when it is full.   

 We reduce the drying time that screens need to be in the drying cupboard through a 
rotation system. 

 We will research the costs and options for moving to LED lighting and Daylight bulbs by 31 
August 2019 and present the findings to the Trustees at their meeting on 10 September 
2019. 

Water consumption 
We actively continue to: 

 Monitor our water consumption by comparing quarterly usage year on year.  Usage will be 
discussed with Staff at monthly team meetings. 
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 We will ensure we bulk wash screens and encourage studio users to make use of the 
dishwasher. From 1 April 2019 we will only use the large water baths for pre-soaking 
paper when they are required instead of filling them each day. 

 Collect and use rain water to water our garden. 

Waste generation 
We actively continue to: 

 Encourage studio users to use less ink, make less waste and recycle used paper and 
plastics wherever possible; 

 Recycle waste where possible in offices, the kitchen and the studio and ensure all bins are 
labelled to encourage correct usage 

 Compost all fruit, vegetable, tea and coffee rubbish for use on our garden and encourage 
staff to compost at LPW if they are unable to at home. From June 2019 we will circulate 
Compost Dos and Don’t to all staff and studio users 

 Chose environmentally friendly options wherever possible, including replacing our toilet 
paper suppliers to Who Gives A Crap (a no plastic option)  

 Repurpose and recycle materials wherever possible 

 As of May 2019 we are researching into options for hosting in-house teracycle and crisp 
packet recycling. We will find a local provider if this is not possible 

 Be signed up to Leicester Art Festivals Green Charter 

 Carefully monitor usage of all printed materials and amending regularly as required. 

 Our printed marketing materials are recycled by a LPW volunteer and turned into reusable 

origami packaging, jewellery and decorations, which are sold in our Shop and contribute 

to LPW fundraising. 

 

Supplies: 
We actively continue to: 

 Encourage office staff to save files digitally and send items electronically as much as 
possible to reduce paper usage and to print double-sided, in greyscale and only when 
completely necessary.  

 Ensure all office paper is recycled, as well as printer and toner cartridges and old 
computer equipment. 

 Research into our options to reduce plastic for cleaning materials 

 From 1 April 2019 we are stopping use of using antibacterial cleaners, only using natural 
soap  

 Use environmentally friendly materials in the studio wherever possible and will continue 
to seek out, test and trial new materials as they become available or as we become aware 
of them; such as using vegetable oils to clean rollers and inking up areas.   

 Access suppliers’ commitment to the environment when we select new suppliers or when 
we review existing suppliers to ensure we factor this in to the choices we make.  

 Source materials that are as environmentally friendly as possible 

 

Transport 
We actively continue to: 

 Reduce pollution and emissions by encouraging and promoting the use of public transport 
to all our visitors, including artists and participants via our website and our published 
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brochure (our building is within 5 minutes’ walk from the railway station, 15 minutes’ walk 
from the coach station and close to major bus routes), such as by reordering the 
information on the website and brochure to prioritise public transport and cycling/walking 
alternatives to cars, and by ceasing the availability of free parking; 

 Offer a secure bike shed so studio users can cycle to our building, and offering keys to our 
studio holders so they have 24 hour access. 

 From 1 April 2019 we will aim to programme our courses so that participants can use 
public transport on a Sunday, with start times later and/or finishing earlier 

 

Green Spaces 
Since our move to St. George Street in November 2015 we have been cultivating an outdoor space 
which is managed to encourage wildlife.  

 Our garden is part of Leicester’s Pathway to Bee Corridors.  

 Our garden is organic, we do not use pesticides 

 We make our own compost and offer compost facilities onsite for our neighbours, the art 
gallery Two Queens 

 We support volunteering in our garden, encouraging community access and learning 
through demonstrations and ecological awareness raising 

 We will look at options to use our green space to communicate our Environmental Policy 
and Action Plan 

 In June 2019 we are building new bird boxes for our garden as part of a Staff and Trustee 
Away Day to encourage birds to visit our garden 
 

 
 
Image: Boxes and packaging for the LPW Shop made from recycled prints and LPW 
promotional posters by LPW Volunteer Charlotte Millar 


