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Screenprinting onto paper 

 

Preparing a Screen 
1) Strip the screen of any emulsion from previous use 

 Wet the screen and pour some pre-diluted ‘Pregasol’ on to the screen, using the soft blue 

brush ensure that the screen is evenly coated.  Leave it to work for a minute then rinse with 

the shower spray before blasting the screen clean with the jet wash. 

 When using the jet wash ensure that the extraction fan is switched on and wear goggles and 

ear defenders.  Close the wash out room door to protect other workshop users from the 

noise of the jet wash. 

 

2) Coat the screen 

 Using Azocol photo-sensitive emulsion, apply a thin even layer to the screen using a trough 

as shown.  This can be tricky so feel free to ask for assistance. Place the screen in the drying 

cupboard for about 20 minutes. Remember the emulsion is photo-sensitive so do not leave 

it exposed to natural or artificial light for any longer than necessary. 

 Return any excess emulsion to the container and thoroughly clean trough ends and trough. 

 

Exposing the Screen 
1) Place the oiled photocopy, acetate or draughting film drawing face up on the glass surface.  

2) Lay the coated screen on top of the artwork (mesh-side down).  

3) Close the lid and turn on the vacuum.  

4) Set the exposure time:  

Oiled Photocopy of High Contrast Image  25 Units 

Oiled Photocopy of Tonal Image   20 Units   

Drawing on draughting film or positive acetate 15 units 

5) Press the green start button. When exposure is complete, turn the vacuum off and wait for 

the rubber to pop off the screen before undoing the clips and lifting the lid. Do not turn off 

the exposure unit. 

6) Take the screen to the wash out room and wet it on both sides before washing it out with 

the hose gun attachment (not the jet wash!). Keep washing out the screen until you can see 

through the image areas on the mesh. 

7) Blot off the screen with newsprint and then place in the drying cupboard to dry. 

 

For additional information on using the exposure unit, including how to turn it off and on please 

see the instructions at the end of this worksheet.  

 

Top tips: 

 Wet screens should always be placed at the bottom of the drying cupboard to prevent 

damage to other users screens. 

 Remember that the emulsion is photo-sensitive until set by the water so don’t leave it 

exposed to natural or artificial light for any longer than necessary (or your artwork will be 

erased from the screen). 
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Printing a Screen 
1) Mix your ink: 50% acrylic - 50% medium 

2) Preparing to print 

 Scotch parcel tape around the emulsion covered area on your screen (to prevent unwanted 

ink being pushed through the mesh during printing). 

 Only Scotch parcel tape available from the workshop can be used on LPW screens – other 

tapes may damage the mesh. 

3) Secure your screen to the printing bed 

4) Check the ‘snap’ on the screen – ideally the mesh should lie about 3mm above the printing 

bed board. (So that the mesh will ‘snap’ cleanly back off the paper once it has been printed 

on.) 

5) Make sure all the paper you wish to print on is at hand. Once you start printing you need to 

work fast (if a screen is left with ink in it for more than 10-20 seconds the ink will start to dry 

and block the mesh so that the next ‘pull’ will not print properly). 

6) To ensure your image is printed in the same place on each piece of paper small bits of tape 

may be placed on to the printing bed to mark where the paper should go. When printing 

several different layers acetate can be used to align a subsequent layer before printing. 

 

Printing 
1) Place your first piece of paper on the printing bed, lower the screen and pour your ink onto 

the screen. 

2) Spread out the ink to fit the squeegee. Now ‘flood’ the screen by pushing the ink back across 

the printing area while the screen is raised (not in contact with the paper - this will give a 

stronger print and helps to prevent the ink from drying in the mesh). 

3)  Then pull the squeegee, through the ink and across the printing area of the screen, pressing 

down hard.  

4) Lift the screen – your paper should be printed. Now ‘flood’ your screen again. 

5) Repeat this process until you have printed the number you require. 

 

Wash all the ink off the screen as soon as you have finished printing. (Allowing it to dry in the screen 

can block and stain the mesh so that stain remover is required.) 

 

Printmaking Suppliers 

Intaglio Printmaker – Hinge clamps approx. £25 per pair 
0207 928 2633 
 
Daler Rowney – System 3 acrylic printing ink and medium 
 
Screen Stretch – screens and squeegees 
01942 888 747 
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Exposure Unit – Instructions for use 

Turning on the exposure unit 

1. Turn ‘Mains Isolator’ to ON 
2. Press and hold the ‘Starter’ button for 5 seconds. You should hear a noise, then release.  
3. Leave the exposure unit for 5 minutes for the lamp to warm up. 

 

Exposing your screen 

1. Check the unit is set to LOW POWER and the ‘Tubes’ button is off. 
2. Set ‘Light Units’ for desired exposure time. (15 Units for standard oiled photocopy.) 
4. Place your transparency face up onto the glass and your coated screen mesh side down on 

top. 
5. Lower the rubber frame and close the two toggles catches. 
6. Switch on the ‘vacuum’. 
7. Once the rubber has been sucked down press the GREEN ‘start’ button and wait for light unit 

to count down. 
8. Turn off ‘vacuum’ 
9. Wait for the rubber to relax back to its start position then unclasp the two toggle catches.  
10. Remove your screen and take to wash out area for developing. 

 

Turning off the exposure unit 

The UV light takes 10-20mins to cool down before it can be reignited. It cannot be started again 

within this time. Only switch the mains switch off when you are sure you and other members have 

finished with it. 

1. To turn the unit off turn the ‘Mains Isolator’ to OFF. 
2. Clean any residue off the surface of the glass if applicable 
3. Close the lid, fasten toggles and replace the protective board over the unit. 

 


