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Basic Stone Lithography – Atzol* method 
 
Suitable for crayon, rubbing block and water based tusche.  
(*Atzol is a prepared solution available from Intaglio Printmakers or Hunter Penrose.) 
 

Prepare the stone 
1. Using water and diminishing grades of carborundum grit grain the stone in smalll circular 

movements. Start with coarse grit, then medium, finishing with fine. 

2. Before moving from coarse/medium grit to fine test the stone is free from grease with a small 

amount of Noir a Monter* on a cloth. Skate cloth over the surface of the stone using very little 

pressure.  If ink adheres to parts of the stone continue to grain, then test again. 

3. Rinse the stone well and blot with sheets of clean newsprint to dry. 

 

Drawing on the stone 
1. Ensure that the stone is dry. Draw onto the surface with crayons and tusche prepared with 

distilled water. 

2. Leave drawn stone to dry – ideally for at least five hours, overnight if possible. 

 

The first ‘etch’ 
1. Ensure that the drawing is completely dry using a hairdryer if needed. 

2. Dust the drawing with French Chalk and remove any excess. 

3. Using either a brush or small sponge coat the stone evenly with a solution of 30% Atzol and 70% 

gum arabic. This ratio can be altered depending on the strength of the drawing. 

4. Carefully buff the gum to a thin even layer.  Dry with heat. 

5. Leave the drawn stone to rest for at least five hours – ideally overnight. 

 

Washing out the drawing 
1. Using a small amount of gum arabic, re-gum the stone, buff with clean cloths and dry with a 

dryer. 

2. Liberally sprinkle pure turpentine onto the stone and gently rub the drawn area to dissolve the 

drawing materials.  Some of the materials will dissolve, others will not.  

3. Use a wet rag to clean off the gum arabic. 

4. With more turps and a little noir a monter remove the remaining drawing materials.  A honey 

coloured stain on the surface of the stone will show where grease from the drawing has been 

absorbed into the stone. 

5. Using the wet rag again clean residue of remaining gum and turps from the stone. 
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Rolling up the stone 
1. Damp the stone using a damping sponge or damping cloths. 

2. Using a very thin layer of noir a monter and a nap roller roll up the stone for about 3 minutes 

keeping the surface damp. 

 

The second ‘etch’ 
1. Dry the stone using a hairdryer if needed. 

2. Dust the image with French Chalk and remove any excess. 

3. Using either a brush or small sponge coat the whole stone evenly with a solution of 30% Atzol 

and 70% gum arabic.  

4. Buff the gum solution to a thin even layer.  Dry with heat. 

5. Leave the drawn stone to rest for at least two hours – ideally longer. 

 

Printing the stone 
1. Check that the scraper bar is not too long for the stone or too short for the image. 

2. Using about 7 sheets of newsprint for packing, set the pressure.  

3. Liberally sprinkle turps onto the stone to remove noir a monter. 

4. Wash stone with wet rag to remove gum and turps residue. 

5. Ink stone with a smooth roller using a mixture of Graphic Chemical Crayon Black and black 

printing ink. 

6. Print about 5-6 proofs on to newsprint. 

7. Ensure that the tympan is well greased during printing. 

8. Print good sheets onto either damp or dry paper depending on weight and sheet surface. 

 

Storing the stone 
1. Immediately after printing gum and dry the stone. 

2. Clean off printing ink with turps. 

3. Wash of gum and turps residue with a wet rag. 

4. Damp the stone and roll up with a thin layer of noir a monter. 

5. Dry and dust with french chalk. 

6. Coat with a thin layer of gum arabic, buff down and dry. 

 

Cleaning the stone 
1. As soon as the image is no longer required remove gum and ink and dry the stone. 

2. Liberally apply oil patch cleaner to the stone and leave for no longer than 30mins. 

3. Using a nylon kitchen scourer and Vim or pumice remove as much visible grease from the stone 

as you can. 

4. The stone is now ready for re-graining. 
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